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Market Definitions Module



The Market Definitions Module provides competition and M&A professionals 
with unprecedented access to English summaries of merger control decisions 
from 30 national competition authorities and DG Competition, enabling an 
extensive analysis of market delineations across Europe.

Essential

27
EU Member State 
Competition Authorities

3
EFTA Member State

Competition Authorities

2 234
DG Competition decisions 

summarised

7 964
decision summaries in 
English

29 338
market definitions from 
across Europe

17
years of decisions covered 

(2000 – 2017)

for competition and M&A professionals



With our team of highly qualified legal professionals, Caselex has constructed 
a comprehesive database of summarised merger control decisions, accessible 
in a single language. All decisions contained in the Caselex database share a 
number of common characteristics:

Comprehensive
merger control summaries in English

SOURCE
The decison has been rendered by either a national competition authority 
from an EU or EFTA Member State or DG Competition. Decisions from sector-
related competition authorities (i.e. energy, healthcare or telecommunications) 
are excluded.

The decison is based on Merger Regulation 139/2004 (or its predecessor, 
Merger Regulation 4064/89) or a national equivalent thereof and, accordingly, 
must address a planned concentration of undertakings following a submitted 
notification. All other types of decisions, including decisions concerning Article 
101 and 102 TFEU are not part of the Caselex Market Definitions Module.

LEGAL BASIS

The decision contains a substantive market definition which includes a clear 
line of reasoning adopted by the competition authority in question supporting 
their conclusion. Thus we do not cover decisions: (i) where concentration 
thresholds have not been met; (ii) which are simplified or staright clearances; 
(iii) whereby the competition authority simply lists the markets and does not 
explain them; (iv) whereby the competition authority refers to a previous case 
and does not elaborate further on markets.

SUBSTANCE

The decision has been published after 1st January 2000.

PERIOD



Reduction in time spent on researching market definitions
The cornerstone of each concentration control notification is the definition of 
relevant markets. Providing a one-stop shop that includes all full text decisions 
and summaries in English, saves the valuable time and effort required for 
visiting each individual competition authority website, navigating each search 
interface and searching through multitudes of irrelevant decisions. Feedback 
from our clients confirms that time saving for (advice on) notifications can be 
up to 75%.

Increased success ratio and client performance via inspiring new 
sources
Next to saving time, Caselex opens up knowledge that would otherwise remain 
practically inaccessible, thus exponentially increasing the range of supporting 
precedents in notification and investigation proceedings and enhancing the 
chances of getting the deal over the line.

Enhanced reliability of advice and reduction of risks
Having an unprecedented synoptic overview, clients can be reassured that all 
possible precedents have been considered, diminishing risks of dissatisfaction. 
Where the stakes and interests related to concentrations are paramount, one 
cannot afford to miss out on information that could potentially be vital.

Reduction in unnecessary costs through a synoptic overview
Making a first assessment when coordinating notifications in either multiple 
jurisdictions or in jurisdictions where command of the local language is essential 
will often require use of local council. Our sevrice allows our subscribers to 
bypass that step, minimising the associated costs and significantly reducing the 
time required to make such an assessment.

Information base synchrony with competition authorities
Using Caselex will also ensure synchronisation of information with those judging 
the notifications, as an increasing number of national competition authorities 
are using Caselex.

Substantial
value for you and your clients



Search with absolute precision and speed by narrowing your results using a 
wide range of criteria. NACE sector, jursidiction, value chain and geographic 
scope are to some of the options you can deploy to refine your results and 
provide you with the list of cases most relevant to your query.

Refined
search functionality delivering precise results



Our user-friendly drag-and-drop feature allows you to organise and save all your 
relevant results in easy-to-find folders which correspond to your active merger 
control proceedings. Your search results can be easily and quickly stored and 
saved for later use. Users can also add labels or add your own notes to each 
decisions in order to further classify those which, for example, share consistent 
reasoning or market definitions.

Convenient
tools to categorise crucial decisions



All our summaries contain detailed and concise summaries of the reasoning and 
conclusions of the given Competition Authority. Your search terms highlighted 
so you can find the information you need as quickly and efficiently as possible.

Concise
summaries outlining the vital information



For each Caselex summary, there is a complete list of relevant metadata, 
including any referenced decisions or legislation whether they be national or 
European. This enables users to jump qucikly to other relevant merger control 
decisions during their research.

Detailed
directory of key legislative and decisional references



To prevent unauthorised access, maintain data accurancy, and ensure the 
correct use of information, Caselex has put in place appropriate physical, 
electronic and managerial procedures to safeguard and secure the information 
collected.

Delivering its services, Caselex relies on a Virtual Private Server (VPS) operated 
by Hostnet BV, a company established under the laws of the Netherlands 
and located at De Ruyterkade, 1013 AA Amsterdam, The Netherlands, whose 
servers are physically based in the territory of the Netherlands. The service 
agreement between Caselex and Hostnet BV is governed by Dutch law.

Furthermore, Caselex relies on a 2048 bits SSL cryptographic protocol that uses 
a 256 bits algorithm to encrypt information exchanged between the server and 
any browser. This encryption ensures that all data passed between the server 
and browsers remain private and integral, displayed by the lock icon in the 
lower-right corner.

Appreciating the confidentiality of Clients’ and Users’ information, Caselex only 
compiles statistics that show the number of logins, searches and page views 
of Clients and its Users. These aggregated statistics are only used internally to 
improve the Services and for administrative purposes.

In addition, the Caselex Services offer a chat functionality allowing Users to 
seek help using the Services real time. Any information submitted by the Users 
through this chat functionality will be treated confidentially.

Secure
connection ensuring protection of your data



Should you require further information about the Caselex Market Definitions 
Module or if you would like to discuss the possibility of establishing a trial 
period to test our service, our experienced team are available to answer your 
questions.

Caselex services are provided by Caselex BV, a Dutch company with limited liability, 
registered at the Dutch Business Register under number 64887944 and having its 
statutory office at Wolfhezerweg 5, 6861 AA Oosterbeek, the Netherlands.
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